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TINTED LOVE
New direct-replacement entry-door window provides outside visibility and an element of privacy

H

ow many times have you wished you could see out of your RV’s entry-door
window, especially at night when someone knocks without warning? Not
many people are comfortable opening the door without visual identification, yet just about all entry-door windows are frosted to admit light while providing
privacy. Since visibility out of this window is blurred at best, most of us fumble with
a day/night blind in a nearby window to get a view of who’s knocking. Ross
RV Innovations solves this common problem with its easy-to-install, directreplacement Clear View entry-door window kit.
The Clear View RV window is made
from a unique type of tempered safety
glass that lets you see out, day or night,
while keeping prying eyes from peering
into your RV. The kit is designed to fit
90 percent of the entry-door window
frames in service, replacing the
existing glass with a black glass that
will give the RV a more modern look.
The glass matches the dark tinted
windows on all sides of most RVs.

Installation shouldn’t take longer
than 45 minutes. Most of the job can be
performed by one person, but it helps to
have a couple of extra hands when reinstalling the inside and outside frames at
once. The Clear View entry-door window
kit comes complete with instructions,
adhesive sealant tape and the black
tempered glass. You will need duct tape,
a Phillips head screwdriver, a small
putty knife (use plastic unless you’re ex-

(1) The Clear View entry-door window kit comes packaged to prevent damage during shipping.
(2) Use high-quality duct tape to ensure adhesion and prevent accidents. (3) When removing
the inside frame, have a helper hold the outside frame and glass assembly.
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perienced with this procedure), rubbing
alcohol and glass cleaner.
Before starting the removal, four
large pieces of duct tape are used to
secure the outside frame to the glass
to prevent the window from falling out
when removing the frame assembly.
Once the screws are removed from the
inside frame, the putty knife is used
to pry off the outside frame (with the
glass duct-taped to it) in one piece.
The top of the outside window
frame is marked (this will be used
to locate the top side of the window
frame), and the frame is then set on
a flat surface for glass removal.
After removing the four pieces of
duct tape, the glass is pried loose
from the adhesive tape and frame.
The adhesive seal tape will have to be
removed from the edge of the frame
and the inner window surface. Any
caulking that remains on the outside
edge of the exterior frame and the
surface of the entry door will also
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have to be removed.
With the exterior window frame on a
flat surface, the inner and outer window
seal tape is installed, starting at the top
center of the window frame. The tape is
slowly unrolled, following the instruction diagram, and pushed firmly onto
the surface. Care must be taken when
going around the corners so the tape
stays even. This tape is very sticky, but
if you make a mistake, don’t worry —
simply cut out that section and apply
another piece of sealing tape.
Using glass cleaner and a paper
towel, both sides of the black tempered
glass are cleaned and set aside. The
backing is removed from the seal tape
and the glass installed on the outside
window frame by pushing it securely
into place using firm pressure all the
way around the edges. While the glass
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(4) Mark the top of the inside window frame before removal to help with placement during
reinstallation. (5) Carefully pry the frame and glass assembly from the entry door to prevent
breaking the plastic frame and scratching the entry door. (6) Grasp the glass and frame
assembly together — just in case the glass separates from the frame.

should be sealed in place, using duct
tape on the outside of the frame and
the glass allows for extra insurance
during reinstallation.
Before the window and frame
are reinstalled, it’s best to clean the

outside surface of the entry door with
alcohol. The backing is then slowly
peeled off the outer-door seal tape
and the frame and glass pushed into
place so the seal comes in contact
with the surface of the entry door.

Lippert Components, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

Opposite page: (7 and 8) Pull gently while removing the original inner and outer sealing tape to prevent leftover pieces. (9) Gently remove the
original glass from the outside frame. (10 and 11) Install the new inner and outer seals, taking extra care not to damage the delicate material
around the corners. (12) Set the new glass against the bottom stops and use your fingers to center the glass for a final installation.
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You’ll probably want two people for
this process, because once the seal
tape on the frame makes contact with
the entry-door surface, it will be very
difficult to move.
After aligning the holes in the
outside and inside frames, the original
screws are reinstalled. The frames
are plastic, so go easy here to prevent
stripping. If the seal tape is installed
correctly, sealant will not be required
around the outside window frame.
Although the new window really
dressed up the door and provided a
wonderful view of the outside, it’s not
completely private at night when the
interior lighting is on. If the lighting
inside is low, it’s more difficult to see
inside. During the day it’s virtually
impossible to see inside without
putting your eyes flush with the glass.
To help with the privacy issue, the
company has recently introduced a
window cover with a new twist: It’s
designed to be installed on the screen
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(13) Use duct tape to hold the glass and outer frame in place for a one-person job. (14 and 15)
Install the inside frame top side up and do not overtighten the screws. The plastic frame will
certainly crack when overtightened.

door, using strong magnets. That allows
it to be rolled up during the day and
closed at night, without having to open
the door and separate the screen door.
The company will also start offering
window frames that have been painted.
The advantage here is that over
time the plastic will not become sun
bleached or weathered and turn white,
which can look pretty ugly against the
exterior wall and dark tinted window.

Clear View entry-door window
products are sold exclusively at Camping
World (888-626-7576, www.camping
world.com, catalog item 74221), and
the website has an instruction video.
The window kit retails for $134.99, the
window cover is $79.99, and the painted
window frame sells for $89.99. q
Ross RV Innovations
585-703-9002, www.rossrvinnovations.info

